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The architecture of the New British Embassy is a combination of 
modern and traditional elements as well as being a blend of British 
and German elements, which are represented through the facade 
design and the interior colour system. The composition is a balance 
of stone, plane and void, terminated at the top by a cornice and 
mansard screen that relates the building to the height of the sur-
roundings and provides a reference to the built environment. The 
formal strength of the figure is interrupted by an abstract collage of 
forms, revealed through the large opening in the facade. The streets 
close to the Brandenburger Gate and the Pariser Platz were formerly 
lined with majestic buildings and gardens. The site at Wilhelmstras-
se, in the old and new governmental quarter of Berlin, has been the 
location for the diplomatic representation of Great Britain in Germa-
ny since 1884. The original embassy building was destroyed in the 
Second World War and the site was left empty since then. The brief 
for the New British Embassy was to provide a building which would
cater for requirements such as representation, functionality, secu-
rity and discretion, while simoultaneously creating a contemporary 
expression of Britain.
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